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One of the benefits of seeing images beforehand is I get plenty of time. I can also look at camera 
data and histograms to understand a bit more about the technical aspects.


Order File name Score Comment

1 ALLIUM REFLECTION 13 A creative image to start us off this evening, showing 
good colours of the Allium flower. I would prefer to see 
the reflection in colour, rather than monochrome, and 
also to be a true reflection rather than just inverting the 
image.

2 CROSSING THE RIVER 17 Works well as black and white. The composition  is 
good, with the bridge down the left hand third. I would 
crop off the bright window on the far left and also have 
the people a bit further to the front of the image and 
hence more to the right, just to let us see more of the 
bridge, rather than partially blocking the view.

3 ALPORT STONE 16 An example of how using a small aperture can create 
the starburst pattern from the sun as it pokes out from 
the edge of the stone. A little too central composition 
for me, with less interest on the right hand side. The 
light on the trees and fields on the left is good and if 
the camera was rotated left a little, it would have 
bought more of that in to the image.


It’s often a good idea to tidy up bits in the foreground 
of possible.


Some extra adjustment of levels and curves would 
have bought out the colours better .

4 DANDELION CLOCK 14 Good close up with lots of detail.

Because we are showing just the dandelion head, I 
would prefer not to see the small amount of stem. So 
cropping in a little closer might be slightly better.

5 AUTUMN SUNSET, 
WOOLFSCOTE DALE

17 I keep coming back to this image to make up my mind 
with regard to a score!

In general I like it. Good viewpoint. Excellent  
composition.

Perhaps tweak the white balance down a little. 
(currently 5200, +12). 

6 DOWNLAND WALK 16 Lots of patterns in here, created by the patchy light and 
shadows from the clouds. The colour palette of greens 
and browns also works well here, broken up by the 
cows. I assume from the title, that the walkers on the 
left should be there. Given their very small size, it might 
be better to wait for them to pass.



7 BIRKENAU 15 Strong black and white image. Good dynamic 
composition. Not everyone will enjoy the amount of 
black, but it makes for a dark graphic feel that suits the 
subject. The light grey area through the arch is a little 
distracting.

8 DRAGONFLY 17 Good detail, focus and DoF. Good composition.

There is a strong magenta cast which is the hallmark of 
Auto White balance, especially with a large green 
content,

Setting your WB to daylight or cloudy would have 
corrected this.

9 BOYS 15 A good capture of this group of boys. I have assumed 
that the eye of the boy in the middle should be the 
centre of attention and part of the story. I would 
consider cropping more tightly, especially on the right 
hand side, so as to focus that bit more on the faces.

10 DROPLETS 13 Colourful and effective. Technically ok with good focus 
& detail.

11 CAREFUL 16 I’m not convinced that the squarish crop works well 
with such a big scene.

A little too much of the bright foreground rock face, and 
not enough of the wonderful patterns in the distance. 
Need to see more of left hand side.

However, a good black and white conversion. I think 
that darker blacks would have suited this, so bring the 
black point up a little.

12 FOX CUB CLOSE UP 17 Super expression on the fox cub’s face. Good 
exposure and details. You might want to consider a 
closer crop to avoid the light coloured grass at the 
bottom of the image. Also, a tiny bit of fill flash can 
often reveal better colour and detail.

13 CATCHING LIGHT 18 A lovely display of light and shade, and the 
corresponding, simple colour palette. I’m not sure the 
sky is needed. Perhaps a letterbox crop across the 
middle, just below the top of the cloud would produce 
a more intimate image.

14 GOLDFINCH ON BAMBOO 19 Good lighting that shows details in the feathers and 
colouring of the bird. Good composition and choice of 
background.

Still too much magenta.

15 CORPSE 15 Good recognition of shape which makes it interesting 
to look at and see the pattern. Suites black & white. A 
little tying of the grasses on the left hand side would 
have helped the tree roots stand out more.

16 GREEN FLY ON POPPY 
STEM

13 Interesting to see these creatures up close.

It looks like it has been focus stacked, although some 
areas still need tidying up in post processing, so a bit 
more care is needed here. In addition, I would like to 
have seen the lighting a little bit more from the rear, to 
provide a bit of transparency. A green background 
would have been better - either natural or an out of 
focus paper print.
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17 DOWN THE LINE 13 Interesting picture that allows you to look round and 
study all the different elements in the signal box. It is 
important to make sure horizontals and verticals are 
correct when using a wide angle lens. It’s not quite 
right here, so the left side of the image is not level, 
especially the chair, so it feels as though it is falling 
away out of the picture.

18 HIDDEN IN THE CRACK 18 Great composition and colour

Perhaps a little but more DoF would have been better,

19 FARMLAND 16 Good, dramatic black and white.

The only thing I need to think about is a little tidy of the 
composition and processing.

If there was space for the tree to fit in the gap between 
the tree and woodland on the horizon - it would have 
Benn better for it.

Also, the cloud on the left would do with a reduction in 
highlights just to take our eye off it.

20 ICE IN ICELAND 15 Some good colours providing interesting patterns in 
the smooth reflection. More light would have helped to 
bring out some of the contrast and colour. I feel that a 
longer lens, focusing on some of the details would have 
been a better option.

21 FEMALE STONECHAT 18 Great image. Sharp with lots of details.


A little bit too much magenta I think. Would be worth 
checking the camera data (I can’t see it on this).  It 
would result in better greens.

Consider pulling it away from the centre.

22 MIDNIGHT OIL 16 A good simple composition and the lighting has 
worked effectively to bring out the smoke.

23 FISHERMAN AT SUNSET 15 A clever image that shows the fisherman through one 
of the nets. Although a silhouette, it needs a better 
exposure to bring out the colours in the sky. It also 
needs a rotation to the left in order to straighten the 
horizon.

24 NEWLANDS BECK 
WATERFALL

16 Good image with some nice detail and colour.

Lots of things to look at, ferns, tress growing from the 
hillside etc. Lighting is good.


It just need some work on the composition. It would 
benefit from a wider view in order to keep the key 
elements in the image. Bot the tree at the top and the 
rock on the right feel more space around them.

25 INDIAN BRASS 14 A good composition of all the elements, which I can 
see have been carefully placed. However, while the 
lighting is ok and you have minimised reflections, the 
overall quality of the image is not so good, There are 
signs of editing on the background. It also seems like 
the white balance is not quit right - a grey card would 
have helped here.
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26 NIGHT TIME REFLECTIONS 12 Overall idea for this is good, but the time of day should 
have been at dusk, where there is still colour in the sky. 
This would have created an image with more colour, 
detail and interest, rather than large area of black. 
Watch out for verticals and make sure image is level.

27 NOT BEATEN 19 Super expression of determination and a good tight 
composition.

28 OSTRICH IN 
MABLETHORPE

14 A good close up image showing the character of the 
Ostrich.

29 RINGLET BUTTERFLY 13 The key element to this image for me are the markings 
on the butterfly’s wings. There are however a couple of 
things that let it down. 

Firstly, try and make your composition less central, so 
putting the subject a bit more to the the right and 
having more space on the left would work better.

Also, whilst it looks to be in focus, it is suffering from 
camera shake or slight movement of the subject. I have 
the benefit of looking at the camera data and 1/25 
second is probably the reason.

30 POPPY IN THE RAIN 14 Lots of great colour here, enhanced by the rain drops 
on the petals. I do feel that either a straight top view or 
much more of a side view, showing a little of the stem 
would have been a better option. Either that, or get in 
closer to show just the poppy flower with the centre off 
to the left hand side, creating a more dynamic 
composition and enhancing the colour.

31 RISING FROM THE ASHES 14 Good idea for an intriguing picture and story.  The cut 
out and layering appears to have been done well.

32 RECESSION OF TREES 16 A lovely range of tones here and the back/side lighting 
works well to reveal the details. As with some of the 
others, I think this could have been cropped to avoid 
the top, which doesn’t contribute much to the image. I 
like the line of trees through the middle.

33 SITTING IN THE MORNING 
SUN

16 An excellent image of this little creature. Whilst you 
can’t change it, the droplet on the right is perhaps a bit 
too big in comparison to the insect, and thus a little 
dominant.

Nice lighting.

34 STAYING HOME 15 Good depiction of what I assume is lockdown. A little 
colour distraction on the left and perhaps better in 
black and white as a result. I’m not expecting you to be 
able to change this, but placing the old & worn bear in 
an older environment with small paned windows would 
certainly make it a bit more appealing.

35 STEAM BATH 15 Wonderful array of colours and atmosphere in the lower 
part of this picture. However, the lines of people from 
the middle upwards is a distraction and there is a 
green/yellow jacket poking out of the mist. Either wait 
until you have a clear view, or better still put on a 
longer focal length lens to show more of the fabulous 
colours and patterns available.
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36 SUMMERTIME SKIPPER 20 Nice composition in this image. I really like the way the 
subject is framed by the leaf at the bottom. 

Would have benefited from pulling the black point I a 
bit, to give a little more colour and contrast. This would 
make the butterfly stand out from the background 
better.

37 TOP DOWN TULIP 12 I like the idea of this, but I always feel that these sorts 
of images would really benefit from being closer, to 
reveal more detail and colour. The black background is 
a little stark and doesn’t help much. Fill the frame with 
colour and patterns.

38 SUNSET GLOW BEFORE 
THE STORM

16 Certainly the right time for landscape images, with 
good light and drama in the sky.

The right hand side is a little devoid of interest, but 
there are some great details elsewhere.

39 WASPISH 12 Lots of good detail on this wasp head. I suspect it 
wasn’t alive, so be careful to make sure it is properly 
centred and straight. The background is ok, but a bit 
more contrast would have given more depth and 
bought out the colours better. As it is, it feels a little 
dull.

40 THE LIGHTHOUSE 17 The long exposure has worked very well here, providing 
a soft and delicate set of colours. 

However, like a lot of images, white balance looks to be 
on auto and the clouds have a definite magenta cast.


Because of that, I would rather not see the rocks and 
seaweed at the bottom as they feel a little too dark and 
heavy in comparison to the rest. A more simple image 
might be created by making the sea the base, and 
showing more sky to create something a bit simpler. 
Also place the lighthouse more to the left to take it 
away from the centre.  
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